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Australia that have demonstrated sustainable energy leadership with their ambitious 

commitments to 100% renewable energy or carbon neutrality/net-zero emissions. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

 

 

 

In addition to tracking ambitious commitments 

of local governments and communities, 100% 

Renewables has been tracking carbon and 

renewable energy commitments made by 

!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǘŜǊǘƛŀǊy education sector 

since 2017.  

Our first University-related blog post published 

actions and commitments of several 

universities that demonstrated sustainable 

energy leadership. We highlighted examples of 

leading clean energy and low carbon research, 

divestments from fossil fuels, and examples of 

universities' targets and actions to reduce their 

carbon footprint.  

In 2020, we published a blog post series on a 

number of sustainability leadership topics that 

are relevant to the tertiary education sector:  

1. Commitments, actions and achievements 
of 14 leading universities across Australia  

2. Universities with Green Star certified 
buildings 

3. Universities that are ǎƛƎƴŀǘƻǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦bΩǎ 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)  

4. Universities with fossil fuel divestment 
commitments 

 

This blog post revisits ambitious climate action 

commitments made by universities and 

provides an updated list. Since our 2020 blog 

post series, nine more universities have 

committed to ambitious goals, and several 

others have increased their climate ambition. A 

total of 23 out of 40 universities have now 

committed to ambitious climate action targets. 

Below are some examples: 

¶ Australian Catholic University ς ACU 

previously had a target of a further 7% 

increase in its energy efficiency by 2020 but 

is now committed to 100% renewable 

electricity by July 2021. !/¦Ωǎ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ƻŦ 

100% renewable electricity and their 

commitment to offsetting air travel 

emissions will reduce their annual 

greenhouse gas emissions by up to 90%, 

bringing ACU closer to its target of net zero 

emissions by 2030. 

¶ Western Sydney University ς the 

University has a history of implementing 

energy efficiency and renewable energy 

initiatives across campuses but has now 

committed to 100% renewable energy by 

2025 and a net-zero GHG emissions target 

by 2030. 

¶ Macquarie University ς the University 

previously committed to making buildings 

more energy-efficient and delivering all 

energy with renewable energy, but has 

now completed a switch to 100% 

renewables for its North Ryde Campus as 

of 1 July 2020. 

¶ University of Sydney ς the University 

previously committed to having solar-

passive building design and a vision to 

achieve a carbon reduction across its 
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investment portfolio. Now, they have 

committed to 100% renewables by 2025 

and net zero emissions by 2030. 

¶ Charles Sturt University ς the University is 

already carbon neutral, and had previously 

committed to onsite generation of 

renewable energy at all campuses but is 

now committed to 100% clean energy by 

2030. 

¶ Griffith University ς the University 

previously committed to carbon emissions 

reduction of at least 26% from 2010/11 

levels by 2030 but has now committed to 

45-50% emissions reduction against a 2010 

baseline by 2030 and net zero emissions by 

2050. 

 

Out of the 23 universities in the ambitious 

commitments list, 11 have committed to 100% 

renewable energy on or before 2030, 11 have 

committed to carbon neutrality on or before 

2030, and 7 have committed to net-zero GHG 

emissions targets on or before 2050. 

 

4ÏÐ ςσ ÕÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÉÅÓȭ ρππϷ ÒÅÎÅ×ÁÂÌÅ ÅÎÅÒÇÙ ÁÎÄ ÃÁÒÂÏÎ neutrality  /  
net -zero commitments  

 

 

 

FIGURE 1: CARBON NEUTRAL, NET-ZERO AND 100% RENEWABLES COMMITMENTS BY AUSTRALIAN UNIVERSITIES AS OF 

FEB 2021 
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